Even if a town could be entirely freed from rats for a time, it could never be kept so for long, because rats are noted for their migrating tendencies. Where there is a demand there will be a supply. If a town offers favourable environments rats will be there. The fewer the rats the more they will find to feed on, the less will be the fighting and destruction among themselves, and the more rapidly will they multiply. But it is unfortunately an established fact that plague rats seldom elect to die quietly and unseen in their holes, and that they prefer to do so publicly and with much ostentation anywhere but in their holes. The fact, then, of rats being fewer than the normal will not prevent those that get plague selecting human habitations for their death-beds. 
